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Cyanobacteria Observation Report Form 

 

Observer’s Name Russell Melmed 

Date of Observation 8/26/2020 

Time of Observation 11:45AM 

Name of Waterbody Lake Pocotopaug 

Town East Hampton 

Description of Location Sears Park 

 
Visual Assessment (Take and Attach Digital Photos) 
 
Water Clarity (check all that apply):  

 Clear  
 Cloudy  
 Hazy  

Water Color (check all that apply):  
 Green  
 Brown  
 Milky white  
 Blue-green  
 Red  
 Clear  

 
Is There a Visible Bloom:   Yes No     Don’t know  
If “Yes” Specify Category:  1     2        3 
Is There a Visible Scum:    Yes No     Don’t know  
 
Other Observations:  
Are there people swimming? Yes    No    Don’t know  
Are there people boating and jet skiing? Yes    No    Don’t know  
Are there people with dogs recreating in the area? Yes    No    Don’t know  
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Good afternoon, 
Please see the attached observation report and pictures from Sears Park on 8/26/2020. Water 
clarity was very poor this week. Water color near the boat launch area had a brown/green 
appearance (images c and d). There were no mats, films, or scums on the surface. In addition, 
Northeast Aquatics Research is reporting elevated counts of cyanobacteria in the open water 
area of Oakwood and Markham compared to the previous observation period. There were no 
reports of adverse health impacts, but conditions exist that may result in a harmful algae 
bloom. Residents should avoid contact with water that looks green or blue-green (sometimes 
described as looking like pea soup). Any mats, films, or scums on the surface of the water that 
are blue-green in color, look like spilled paint, or have a noxious odor should be reported to 
Chatham Health District and avoided. Based on the visual observations this week, and reports 
from Northeast Aquatics Research, an advisory notice will be posted at Sears Park. Chatham 
Health District will also conduct more frequent observations until the conditions change, or the 
public swim season at Sears Park concludes. 
Russ 

 
 



 


